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ral ſoꝛ the King, in the ton⸗ 
my pol Languedoc, Deſiring that euerie 
man may knowe and vnderſtande, that 
the onelie dutie and fidelitie that we 
haue bozne to the ſeruice of his Maie⸗ 
ſtie, and to the p2ofit and quiet oł his ſub⸗- 
tedtes and of his Realme, hath moned vs 
to entre into armes againſt the diſtur⸗ 
bers and oppꝛeſſers thereof. Foz th 
canſe dodeclare to all Ringes, Pzinces, 
and Potẽtates of Chꝛiſtẽdome, frendeg 
confederates, and allpes of his Crowne, 
4 to all his Maieſties faithfull ſubieckes 
of what eſtate, qualitie, oꝛ condicion ſoe⸗ 
ner ther be _ hauing perceiued — 
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fourtene pere paſt , and fco ſhoztly after 
the deccſſe of the late King Yenrie of 
good memoꝛie, how this pooze and de- 
ſolate Realme hath in all ſoz tes been af 
flicted and oppꝛeſſed with ciuile war res, 
grounded vpon the pꝛetenſe and contro⸗ 
uerſte of Keligion, and how under this 
pꝛetenſe hath folowed the totall ruine 
of the moze parte of the good Townes 
that haue been ſpoiled and ſacked, and 
ſome of them ofter than once, as the di- 
ſo2d2ed and vnſatiable paſſion of ſache 
as were the authoꝛs of all theſe miſeries 
bath had will to entrepaiſe and put in 
execution: how the edi es and oꝛdinan⸗ 
ces made af the generall aſlemblie of the 
Eſtates at D2leans, and ſince that time 
ſo oft renewed, as well foz the pacifica- 
tion of the Kealme , as foz the gouer- 
naunce thereof, haue in all thinges ben 
periurouſly bꝛoken: how impunitie of 
murders, flaughters,poyſonninges, rays 
ſinges of tumaltes of the people, dell⸗ 
linges of women, and maides, burnin⸗ 
ges, ſackinges , and other haynoas 
bopnges. generally haue been, and be to⸗ 
lerated in this Realme , by thoſe that 
ought 
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dught to haue ſtaped the ſame, euen ſo 
farre as that thei haue ſuffred that cruel 
barbarous, and vnnatural murder of the 
mo2e part of the Nobilitie of Fraunce 
committed in the towne of Pariſe, on 
ſainct Barthelmewes daye , in the pere 
1572, how pwoze pꝛiſonners and perſons 
nes erreſted in fo2me of lawe, within 
the concergeries of the Palace ofPariſe 
afozeſa pd, of Tolonſe, Bozdeaur,Roane, 
A pon, and Oꝛleans, and other Townes 
haue been burned,flayne and murdered, 
beſide an infinitie number of perſones 
of good eſtate, wamen , childzen , and 
other citezens of the ſapde townes, and 
alſo their goods rauenouſly ſpoiled by 
theſe that are at this dap honozed , fauo⸗ 
red, and auaunced. 


Po the king and his Neal me are fill 
poſſeſſed, as they haue been in the time of 
the late Ringes his bzethzen, by ſtrãgers 
Whiche bane conſpired to the totall ſubs 
nerſion of his Paieſtie, the Pzinces:of 
his blood, and his Mobilitie, as theyhane 
ſuffictently made appeare by putting 
them to the aſſaultes of townes, to comes 
A. ij. bates, 
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bates, and other haſardes af their plea⸗ 
fure , to the intent vtterly to deface the 
memozte and wholy fo vſarpe the eſtate 
andcrowne of Fraunce. 


Haw ſince the deceſſe of the good King 
Menrie, the Nobilitte hath been wholty 
defaced in France, and their merites and 
vertues deſpiſed ; how ſtraungers haue 
ben pꝛeferred befoze them to the charges 
and eſtates of the Crowne , and of the 
Kinges houſehold, againſt the auncient 
lawes of the eſtabliſhmet of this Realm. 
Pea and whiche mozets , the ſaid eſtates 
bane ben geuen to ſome that be no gẽtle⸗ 
men, noz haue ſhe wed ſo muche, as any 
ſmall pꝛofe of any thing nere to any de⸗ 
ſeruing of ſuche charge, Wherofenfucth 
an extreme grefe to an infinite number 
ol old Rnigbtes and Capitaises of Frace, 
in refpecteof the longe ſeruices of their 
amceſfrers, and whiche themſelues haue 
not ſpared their liues, their goods, their 
childzen, their kinred and their frendes, 
and all that they had, foz the ſeruice of 
the Ring, and foꝛ the maintengunce at his 
eſtate. 2 PEW thecountrey of - 
0 wozlve 
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Wozlve-that moffe plenfuoufly furniſhed 
good examples to all other, is now fo diſ⸗ 
ozderedanddefiled, that in ſteede af reco- 
uering the auncient vertues that in time 
paſt there abounded in ali thinges, now 
no man can ather wiſe iudge, but that the 
deſolations and calamities, whiche we 
haue fuffred, haue direalp pꝛoceded from 
the wꝛathe of God, wholly pawzed aut 
bpon cho pesple of Fraunte, by the ſub⸗ 
uerſton, whiche theſe ſtraungers the go⸗ 
nerners of the Eſtate haue brought in, 
and fo; lacke of obſeruing the oꝛder and 
the rule, whiche of auncient time haue 
been ſo well eſtabliſhed, as na pꝛouince 
was comparable. ta durs, like as while 
the palicie thereof was inueolablp kept, it 
bath ſloʒiſhed and ben renomed abaue all 
ather nations, and ſince the diſoꝛder and 
ſuhuerſton haue ben bꝛought in by theſe 
newe gouerners with their nouelties, 
they haue ſought to make the Ringes 
fabiecesliue like bꝛute beaftes, without 
doctrine, o2 obſeruing of any thing that 
thoyought, depꝛiuing them al ſuche lear⸗ 
ned men as were in the Uniuerſities,efe 
ther by murder, oz baniſhement into 
A. ii. ſtraunge 


A Declaration ofthe Proteſtation 
frannge countreyes, permitting that the 
Cccleſiaſticall perſones (from whome 
ought to pꝛotede to vs the pꝛincipall eras 


ples ) neither ſtudie, noꝛ pzearhe ,noz be 


reſident,nozerercilingthemſelnesinanp 
part of their dutie , that their vnſatiable 
tduetiſe in their pluralifie of benefices 
hath free courſe than euer it hab, that 
the pooꝛe, the needie, and the oꝛphane be 
whollp fozſaken:and all other wozkes of 
charitie, are by the ſayd Eccleſiaſticail 
perſones wholly reiected and eloigned: 
how thei let out their beneſicen to ferme, 
not caryng to whom, and by the ſame 
meane dooe in their abſence-leane the 
charge of their owne ſoules, and ot their 
flocke as it were to fermers and tenan⸗ 
tes:andcheflyhow the elections oꝛdeined 
bythe holp Counſelles, and confirmed by 
the ſapd ozdinances of Dzicans; haue ben 
repelled and reuoked fo2 the pꝛiuate pꝛo⸗ 
fit of ſtrangers, whiche haue ben, and be 
ſuche as hardly they might be capable to 


be called by the people ot Fraunce,toany - 


charges and dignities ſpirituall oz tems 
pozall, Et 128 892 
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Hol ſince that iuſtice is adminiſtred 
foꝛ money, and that there hath ben ſaf- 
fred in Fraunte againf our lawes, that 
thepzeſtdent Birague a Millanois, hath 
beenmadeChauncellerof Fraunce,and 
that ali thelearnedanvſufficiet French- 
men that might haue ben choſen to thoſs 
charges haue been retected, we haue had 
nothing but meſchet in iuſtice, and als 
towance of all the murders, ſlaughters, 
and kraitoꝛous outrages that haue been 
executed and conſpired, ſince he hath been 
in charge:bꝛefely how all his edictes haue 
tended only ta the ſubagegſton of the No⸗ 
biliftieandofthe.crowne.of France, both 
in depztuyng them of the liberties, in 
erection of offices, and in new tribufes 
and vngracious inue ntions that he hath 
deniſed with certaine other ſtraungers 
his miniſters, to pꝛaue the ſubſtaunce of 
Frenchemen, to mainteine (as he hath 
done betherto )a diuiſion and conkuſton; 
among them, and in the ſame to gather 
and mainteine armes leuied foꝛ the exe⸗ 
cation of his pꝛactiſes. by whiche meanes 
be bath done what in him laye fo create 
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nerall in his Realme; diſapoin ting my 
202de his Paiefties bother of the pꝛo 
miſe that was made him bp the late 
Ning, by occaſion: whereof and of the diſ⸗ 
contentmetite that my ſapd Loꝛd gaue⸗ 
tq wite, that he cocetued therebp, he is at 
day as captine, + all thoſe that were 
thought affe ioned to the ſeruite of the 
King, and to mainteine that which iuſtlp 
belonged vnto him, and to mp ſapd Loꝛde 
his brother, oꝛ whiche haue bent them⸗ 
ſelnes againſt this ty2annie , oppꝛeſlion, 
and euell counſel, as well Pꝛintes ofthe 
blood; x officers af his Pateftiescrowne, 
as other. haue been put to death, en 
oz be deteined pꝛiſoner s. 


Pantng beon all that they n 
vnder falle and ſclanverons perſuaſtons, 
in the lame time of the others empꝛi⸗ 
ſonemente, thep haue pꝛactiſed to cauſe 
ys to be flayne by the Counte Partin- 
nengues, and diuerſe other expꝛeſſꝑ ſent 
to this towne of Montpellier to make vs 
fo be pꝛiſoned, oꝛ to be murderedin a tus 
multe vf the people (a thing ſo commonly 
knowren as enerte man can depoſe it) 
howbeit 
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'howbeit this is a particular matter wher 
with we will not now entermedle, dea- 
ling onelp with the generall, and refer- 


ryng this to time and place foꝛ vs conue⸗ 


nient, to debate this cauſe and all the reſt 
concerning vs. and to make it knowen to 


his Maieſtie that without iuft occaſion, 


this miſcheuous treaſon and TC 


hath been attempted, 


Now we haning lately ioꝛneyed info 
Piedmont, to his Maieſties pzeſence (by 
his commaundement, at-ſache tyme as 
he returned fro Poloigne info his owne 


Realme)to vnderſtand his godpleaſure, 


and to geue him aduiſe, as he required vs 
by wziting from Uenize, of the meanes 
that then were to appeaſe the troubles of 
his Realme, accozdpug fo his intlination 


to ſo good intent by hymſelf ſutficientl 


publiſhed, and made knowen to his ſubie⸗ 
ces, c to Pꝛinces and Potentates ſtraun⸗ 
gers and his allies, his Maieſtie had di⸗ 
nerſe tymes doen vs ſo greate honcur, to 
aſſure vs of this his ſo ſincere and lauda⸗ 
ble intention, to enter with peace, and to 


ä . the vnitie of his ſapd ſabieces 
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of bothe Religions, to make them parta⸗ 
kers of the benefife and quietnefſe that 
he meant to them, in ſuche ſoꝛte that we 
loked foz nothing, but this vniuerſall 
good at our returne from the towne of 
Sue to this our gouernement, there fo 
attend(as his ateſtie haderp2eſly com- 
maunded vs fo2 theſe, whome it ſhoulde 
_ pleaſe himto ſend ta alliſt vs, to ſeke the 
meanesok the ſapd pacification. But he 
being ſtill in the power of thoſe that had 
counſelled tbe late king, to the oppꝛeſſion 
and ruine of his Cſtates , btndering the 
. fruife of his good pur poſe, they baue cons 
temned as they vet dayly do continue, the 
erecution ok their pꝛactiſes and deui⸗ 
ſes, conſuming wholy the finaunces ot 
France in the entertening of an armie in 
a maner all of ſtraungers, as Supſſers, 
Reiſters, and Piedmontois. One part of 
whiche armye is cõducted into this coun⸗ 
trep of Languedoc by the loꝛd d Uzes, a 
man knowen among Frenchemen foz 
one that vnder colour of the Religton res 
fozmed, whiche he fained hymletfto fols 
low in times paſt , hath ritacd , ſpoiled, 


and ſacked all the good townes of this 
| . countrep, 
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toũtrey,defated and beaten downe all the 


faire monaſteries, and Churches cathe⸗ 
d2al and collegiate, and taken and robbed 
the iewelles that were in them, whiche 
now fayling him, there with alſo haue 
fayled his religion and godlineſſe that he 
pꝛetended to embzaſe, and alſo the cruel 
and miſerable death of the lozd of Bodi⸗ 
nay his bzother ; and he hath accepted 
this charge to the infent to cotinue with 
theſe oppꝛeſſers and diſturbers of France 
_- ruine thereof, 


On the other ſide, into P2onence is 
g nducted a part ofthe ſaydarmye. by the 
Pareſchal of Gondy, a ſtraunger to this 
Realme, to whome this charge (as it is 
eaſy to perceiue)hath been committed fo2 
the diſtruſt that hath been had of thoſe of 
that contreye, whiche wolde be executio⸗ 
ners of ſo miſcheuous purpoſes fo: tho 
ſubuerũon of the ſame. 


| Wherupon hauyng been made fo vs 
ſondzp declarations and exhoꝛtations, as 
well on the behalf of the P2inces of the 
biood,officers of the „ and 9 
; + 9 
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of Fraunce, as alſo of all the pꝛouinces 
of this Realme, whiche know the immi⸗ 
nent deſtruction of the King and of his 
eſtate at hãd, if neteſſarie remedis thereto 
be not ſpedily pꝛouided . Ne as an offi⸗ 
cervf the Crowne, a naturall Frenche⸗ 
man, and deſcended of the firſt Ch2t- 
ſtians and barons of Fraunce, whiche 
from time beyond all memoꝛie haue had 
befoze their eyes in fingular recommans 
dation the pꝛotection, pꝛeſeruation, and 
defenſe of their Ringes t their Crownes, 
whiche we deſire by the helpe of God, to 
follow in all that we poſſibly may: : 


Hauing well conſidered that the cõtro⸗ 
uerſte which is in this Realm faz matter 
of Religion, neither can no2 onght to be 
determined by armes, but by aholy and 
free toũſell general oꝛ national, and like⸗ 
wiſe that it is moſt requiſite that there 
bean eſtabliſhment ot all things in their 
firſt eſtate, by the aduiſe and deliberation 
of an aſſemblie of the ſtates generall, che 
onelp remedie to appeaſe troubles, and 
the only piller and vpholding ol the King 


and of oy GO whatſoeuerthe tys 
rantes, 
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rantes, flatterers, and clokers oftruthe 
canſay to the contrarie. 


We hauing an extreme areef to ſes 
bis Paieſtie poſſeſſed , by perſones that 
bane fo ſmall regard vnto him, that they 
publikelp abuſe his ſacred name, to coner 
their vngratious intention, vnſatias 
blenefſe and ambition, Haue embzaſed 
the tommon pꝛotection, pꝛeſeruation and 
defenſe of the Crowne, and of the ſayd 
good and naturall ſubiectes, as well of the 
one Religion as ofthe other, ot᷑ what qua⸗ 
litie oꝛ tondition ſoeuer they be, againſt 
the ſayd ſtraungers, euell counſells, op- 
pꝛeſſers and violaters of the vnitie and 
common quiet of this ſapd Realme, and ot 
the libertie of my Loꝛd the Ringes bꝛo⸗ 
ther, the Ring ok Nanarre, mp Loꝛd the 
pꝛince of Conde, and other Pꝛinces of the 
blood, officers of the Crowne, Lozdes, 
Gentlemen, and other Capitaines pꝛi⸗ 
ſaners and exiled, an isafozelayd, 1 


Calling to our ſuccozand ayde all Ringes 
Pzinces , and Potenfates of Chꝛiſten⸗ 
ne and conkederates of this 

i Crowne, 
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Crowne, and all the faithfull ſubiectes ot 
the ſame , hoping that God will geue vs 
the grace by armes to come to a god ac- 
co2dof Religion, to the vnitie and reſto⸗ 
ing of this Realme in tbe fozmer eſtate, 
by*the determination of a holy and free 
counſell general oz nationall, and by the 
deliberation and aduiſe of the general als 
ſemblie of the eſtates of Fraunte. | ; 


c --Wenotifie fo all the ſayd ſubiectes of 
his Maieſtie, of what eſtate, condition oz 
qualitie ſosuer they be, to all the Pzo- 
uinces, Townes, and Commonalties of 
this Realme,that will fauoz, ayde, and al⸗ 
fiſt vs in this ſo good, ſo iuſt, and ſo ver⸗ 
tuaus enterpꝛiſe, foꝛ the publike weale of 
his fayd Haieſtie, and of all his Realme, 
thatthep ſhalbe pꝛe ſerued, maintened, 
and kept in all liberties of their coſctence, 
crerciſe of their Religion, as well Ca⸗ 
tholiks as Nefozmed, accoꝛding as halbe 
particularly: aduiſed at this next aſſem⸗ 
blie general, by vs aſſigned in this fowne 
at Montpellier, and in the full and free 
eniopyngof their dignities, eſtates, gods 
n teuenues and p;ofites , as well 
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Eccleſiaſtical as other, without exception 
of any whatſoeuer, and from this time as 
allo from thencefo2the wee haue taken 
and do take and admit them vnder the 
Minges and our pꝛotection and ſafegard. 


As alſo we declare that they whiche ſhall 


thew themſelnes conttarie to vs, and dur 
commanndementes to the purpoſe aboue 
ſapd, halbe runne vpon as enimies of the 
eſtate and crowne of Fraunce, and di⸗ 
ſcurbers ofthe vnitie and common peace. 


At Montpellier 1575. 
| The blood of Für brethren crieth f 


out of the earth. 


